itself in public works for the advancement
of his domain. In spite of all this, his
reign is marked with turmoil and revolu-
tion, so in 784 A.D. at an early age, he
decided to ensure the throne for his son
Harun, the conqueror of Constantinople,
but his accidental death while hunting
frustrated his plans.

0 After Mahdi his son
Hadi was proclaimed the Khalifa in 785
A.D. but was murdered within twenty-
five months at the early age of twenty-
six years. Thus his younger brother
Harun al-Rashid who realised the im-
mortal Baghdad of the "Arabian Nights "
came into power. It is regrettable that
this wonderful city was so completely
destroyed by Hulaku Khan in 1258 A.D.
that not a vestige of it remains in the
present city of Baghdad. Even more sur-
prising than this is the fact that neither
any work of the Abbaside Architecture
nor any ruins remain to tell the tale
that can be dated with any degree of
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